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Our attorneys have experience in the
following areas of practice:

Experienced

Business Transactions

Violations

The Hospitality and Alcohol Beverage Law practice
group at Willingham & Coté, P.C., takes pride in its
ability to navigate Michigan’s complex alcohol
beverage laws and regulations. Our attorneys
have substantial experience in handling a wide
variety of hospitality and alcohol- related matters,
including obtaining liquor licenses, transferring
liquor licenses, sales or purchases of businesses
with liquor licenses, representing licensees in
administrative proceedings before the Liquor
Control Commission or appeals to courts from
adverse administrative rulings, as well as
representing industry trade groups.

Our attorneys have handled business
transactions ranging from a single
outlet to multi-million dollar deals
involving numerous licensed locations.

Our attorneys have experience in
representing licensees in regulatory
enforcement actions involving alleged
violations of the Liquor Control Code
and its regulations. Our attorneys have
experience both in defending against
alleged license violations before the
Commission, as well as appealing
adverse rulings of the Commission.

Our clients benefit from our in-depth and “insider”
knowledge of the Michigan regulatory system that
comes from years of experience working in the
field and, in the case of one of our attorneys,
working as counsel for the Michigan Liquor
Control Commission. Our in-depth industry
knowledge is buttressed by the broad resources of
the law firm, which include practices in tax, real
estate, commercial litigation and estate planning.

Constitutional Issues

Successfully serving the
legal needs of individuals,
businesses and families
for 50 years.

Licensing
Our attorneys have assisted clients in
dealing with State and local regulatory
bodies to obtain or transfer liquor
licenses and permits. We also assist
clients in obtaining federal permits
required of suppliers, wholesalers
and importers.

Our attorneys have litigated in federal
and state courts, including the U.S.
Supreme Court, on questions involving
the 21st Amendment and
Commerce Clause.
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Commercial Litigation
Our attorneys are exceptional litigators
with experience in a wide variety of
commercial disputes including breach
of contract claims, shareholder actions
and employment related issues.

Succession Planning
Our attorneys help to navigate the
many legal options available for proper
succession planning. Through proper
preparation, we define a strategy which
will protect you, your business interests
and your family. Whether the future of
your business includes passing along
the business to a family member,
growing and then selling the business,
or taking the company public, our
attorneys can assist you along the
way. Our focus is to protect your hard
work and legacy.

